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NO TIME TO PLAY POLITRICKS  
Statement by Rev. Dr. Wendell Anthony, Founder, Fannie Lou Hamer Political Action Committee  

 

DETROIT – As the nation today honors the man the U.S. House of Representatives called the very 
‘Conscience of the Congress’ John Robert Lewis, now is not the time for anyone to play politricks. 
The people in the city of Detroit’s 13th Congressional District, the 3rd poorest in the nation, should 
not be forced to play hide and seek about its national leadership. The necessity to choose a 
president prepared to improve the quality of life in this district is paramount. Congressman John 
Lewis said, “when you see something that is not right, not fair, not just, you have to speak up. 
You have to say something; you have to do something.” This is why we are speaking up, saying 
something, and attempting to do something about the current state of affairs in the district. The 
current occupant of the White House is now threatening to delay or postpone the general 
election that is guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution. Our congressional leaders must not aid, slow 
down, be apathetic or demonstrate any ambiguity of support for qualitative change demanded 
by the constituents of the 13th district.  
 
The primary elections are over in the effort to select candidates for the U.S. presidency.  Joe 
Biden and Donald Trump are now the only two men standing for the office of the president. For 
those not voting, it will be a vote for Donald Trump. For those hesitant and not declaring their 
full support of Joe Biden, it is a vote for Donald Trump. We must not see a repeat of 2016 due to 
the confusion and apprehension over the final selection of the Democratic nominee for 
president. We are in a fight for the very soul of our nation. The Democratic party leadership, 
locally and nationally, have declared their full support and endorsement for Joe Biden. We don’t 
want to see a continuation of COVID-19 deaths in disproportionate numbers in the black 
community. We want reform in police departments. We want a livable wage for our people. We 
want to end the cycle of poverty in our district. We want leadership that is committed to the 
people not leadership that is committed to a squad. We don’t want delays. We want our 
congressional leaders to speak up and speak out to help the people to see the clear alternative 
in this election. We should not have to wait until it is convenient for any of our congressional 
leaders to endorse and actively engage in the campaign to select our next president. We should 
act, not because it is convenient or safe, but because Black Lives Really Do Matter, especially in 
the 13th district. 
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