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BEWARE OF TRUMP BEARING GIFTS   
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DETROIT – One of the great lessons of Greek mythology lies in the story of the Trojan Horse. Greek 
soldiers built a wooden horse and left it outside the city gates of Troy as a special tribute. The two 
states, Greece and Troy, had been at war reportedly over Helen of Troy. Soldiers of Troy brought this 
so-called gift into the city during the day. Later that night while Troy slept, Greek soldiers came pouring 
out of the belly of the beast and began pillaging, burning, and causing havoc throughout the city. The 
uninvited, unnecessary, and unwanted intruders, left by Donald Trump according to both Mayor Ted 
Wheeler of Portland and Governor Kate Brown of Oregon, have poured into their city creating more 
harm than good. While crime in many cities has increased for a variety of reasons – poverty, 
joblessness, gang activity, lack of access to recreation and summer activities – support for these areas 
has at the same time decreased. These unidentified and unaccountable storm troopers of despair 
appear to be the personal militia of a President disregarding the very law and order he proclaims to 
champion.  
 
The Insurrection Act of 1807 empowers the President to call into service the U.S. Armed Services and 
the National Guard (when requested by a state’s legislature or governor). The Posse Comitatus Act of 
1878 signed by President Rutherford B. Hayes, limits the power of the federal government in the use of 
federal military personnel (to enforce domestic policies) within the United States. President Trump is in 
the midst of his re-election campaign. He cannot have public rallies, visit key cities, hold conventions, 
or even take pictures in a crowd due to COVID-19. His poll numbers are tragically low. The country is 
facing racial challenges and criminal justice issues. Using the narrative that has worked for him in the 
past, like strong man tough on the radical left, calling peaceful non-violent protestors anarchists, he 
goes on the attack. He verbally assaults cities and states with Democrats in leadership. He calls them a 
mess and declares they are out of control. He proclaims himself to be the law and order President. This 
narrative some believe will scare suburban and city white folks into voting for him out of fear and the 
security of their homes, property, and comfortable lifestyles. Richard Nixon used this tactic in 1968 
targeting working class whites in northern cities. He made himself appear as the champion of the silent 
majority. During that same period, George Wallace who campaigned on the American Independent 
Party ticket supported racial segregation. Trump appears to be combining the two tactics. While he 
spouts law and order on one hand, he condemns black and brown people for proclaiming Black Lives 
Matter on the other.  
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He blames these groups for the violence in the cities rather than his insufficient policies and a lack of 
resources and programs within the cities. Nothing would be more beneficial to this strategy than a 
good old-fashioned riot. It would justify his usurpation of the law and our constitution. It would make 
these unaccountable, untrained, masked mercenaries of injustice look necessary. However, they are 
not the patriotic defenders of our democracy, as they are portrayed. It is a dangerous game. It is a 
political ploy. It is designed to frighten the electorate into giving him another opportunity to deepen 
the nation into the bowels of a slick authoritarianism.  
 
General Martin E. Dempsey, former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff wrote “America is not a 
battleground. Our fellow citizens are not the enemy.” Admiral Mike Mullen wrote “Trump laid bare his 
disdain for the rights of peaceful protests in the country. He further risks politicizing the men and 
women of our armed forces.” Current chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Mark A. Milley 
apologized to the nation for being used by Trump. He regretted that infamous walk from the White 
House through Lafayette Square while federal troops pushed their way past a group of non-violent 
peaceful protestors just for a photo op with Trump. General Milley said, “I should not have been there. 
My presence in that moment and in that environment created a perception of the military involved in 
domestic politics.”  
 
The city of Detroit must not fall for the okie-doke. In a city of 2,300 police officers, a state police force 
of nearly 3,000, national guard of over 10,000, not counting sheriff departments, DEA, AFT, and FBI 
personnel, do we really need a fringe gang accountable to an unaccountable leader in the White 
House? One can simply look at Portland, Kansas City, and Seattle for the answer. They didn’t ask for 
this gift, but they got it. New York, Cleveland, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Chicago have not asked for 
this Trojan horse. The Governor of the state of Michigan and Detroit city officials certainly welcome 
meaningful support from the federal government as do Detroiters. If Donald Trump and the feds really 
want to help deal with the violence and conflict in the city of Detroit, I encourage them to provide real 
assistance to the citizens. First, please help to correct the disparate resources in health care within the 
city. Put more money in public education, not in private schooling. Provide more financial assistance 
for people out of work during this pandemic of COVID-19. Provide more funds for local support of 
mental health and drug abuse officers for police departments. Stop the racial division and poisonous 
rhetoric which keeps people apart. Demonstrate a real empathy with people who are feeling a sense of 
hopelessness at this very critical time. My grandmother used to say, “everything that looks good, feels 
good, and talks good may not really be good.” As the Mayor of the city of Detroit and the city’s Chief of 
Police consider the intervention of these forces, let us pray they remember to Beware of Trump 
Bearing Gifts. 
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